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CAMPAIGN TO LOBBY GOVERNMENT TO

REINSTATE FULL ACCESS TO

TRAINING INCENTIVE ALLOWANCE

July 2009
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

Dear Representative,
RE: Request to reinstate FULL ACCESS to the Training Incentive Allowance
One thing we are all told at some time or another, from a very young age, is education is the key to success, or something similar.
Albert Einstein, Physicist & Nobel Laureate, once said, “Learning is not a product of schooling but the lifelong attempt to acquire it.” Having foundation skills taught to us throughout our school life is important. We may need to revisit those skills as an adult learner to give us a starting place, but we also need to have the chance to undertake further study to forge a new future, a new career, a new life for our family.

So, we go to school, learn and hopefully succeed. Is that the end of it?

No.

Learning is a life-long journey. We never stop learning, even when we do not regard what we are doing is a form of learning. But what happens when we lose what we had in our life and have to make a new future?
Hopefully, we get the chance to upskill, retrain or study to find that new future.

That is what having the Training Incentive Allowance allows us to do ... it gives us access to a new future, a life with possibilities that we never thought we could access.
When we become a beneficiary we need to take stock and see what we want our future to be, what we want to achieve and what we want for our family. Being able to take part in further study helps us achieve our goals and gives us a pathway to achieving independence and allows us to contribute to society, not be reliant on it.

Former National Party MP Katherine Rich said in 2007, “... if we get it right, education can change lives. But if we get it wrong, then opportunities are missed, and there are clear personal and social costs ... We share his (John Key’s) belief that education is really the only true ticket to self-sufficiency for many people and a way out of poverty and disadvantage for our nation's poor.” 
 
How right she was. Then, as Leader of the Opposition, Prime Minister John Key stated that, “I can't exaggerate (sic –he most likely means emphasise) the importance of education enough, both for individual students and for the future of New Zealand.”

Over a year and a half later, immediately prior to the 2008 General Elections, Mr Key said, “Raising education standards will be a driving goal for a National-led Government ... I consider education is a ladder to opportunity."

It is indeed laudable that the Government has expressed that education is a high priority for them. Conversely, it has demonstrated, through current policy, that giving opportunity to access further education for adult learners is not important.
Sure, we need to successfully engage and educate our children and young – they are, after all, our future leaders – but we also need to ensure our present has all the resources required to equip our knowledge economy in order to survive through hard times and prosper through the good times.
There is, of course, the economic benefit to the country of reinstating full access to the Training Incentive Allowance. Prime Minister John Key has acknowledged this:
“We all know there is little chance of a better future for beneficiaries and their children unless they come off a benefit and work for an income. Work is beneficial not only for the greater earning potential it provides, but also for the dignity, self-worth, and sense of belonging that is part of being in a workplace, having colleagues, and being productive.

To do this, we need a benefit system that focuses on what people can do, rather than on what they can't do; that challenges people, not treats them as passive recipients of benefits; and that provides support, training and opportunities for people to return to the workforce.

Paid work is the route to independence and well-being for most people and is the best way to reduce child poverty.  Long-term welfare dependency locks people into a life of limited income and limited choices.”

Please, do not ignore the economic benefits to the country as a whole of giving full access back to beneficiaries who have identified that studying at Level 4 or above on the NZQA ladder will enable them to gain independence from the benefit system, economically, productively and socially. They will then be able to hold up their learning successes as a model to their children and young people and show that EVERYONE can achieve, be a success and make a difference to their own lives.

Sir Claus Moser
 put it succinctly when he said, “Education costs money, but then so does ignorance.”
Thank you for reading this letter and I hope that it encourages you to talk with your government colleagues and change this legislation as soon as it is practicable – people are missing out on study opportunities as we speak.
Yours sincerely
Amanda Ward (a student who has benefited from TIA in order to achieve an NZDipBus and BMS)
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