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Campaign to REINSTATE FULL ACCESS to TIA (Training Incentive Allowance) NZ





20 September 2009
Paula Bennett

Minister for Social Development and Employment

Parliament

Wellington

Dear Minister,
RE: CAMPAIGN TO REINSTATE FULL ACCESS TO THE TRAINING INCENTIVE ALLOWANCE
The issue Hand Up is bringing to your attention is does the Government provide appropriate support for all eligible beneficiaries, which include those who receive the Domestic Purposes Benefit (DPB), Widow's Benefit, Invalids Benefit and Emergency Maintenance Allowance, to fund a shortfall in the additional costs of study that other funding avenues cannot fill and find a way to bridge the gap and give these people a hand up to study?
The simple answer to this question is NO. 

Recently, in Question Time in Parliament, you stated “that people who were receiving the training incentive allowance before the Budget still can receive it, so those people have not had their training incentive allowance cut; they are still on the training incentive allowance, and will be on it right through until they finish their study
”. Once again you are inaccurately reporting facts.
While it is true that SOME of the beneficiaries who qualified and/or were receiving the Training Incentive Allowance before 29th May 2009 are still qualified to receive it there are:

a) those who were studying at Level Three in the first semester of the year who lost the TIA in the second semester because they no longer qualified as their next course was at Level Four, and
b) those who are currently receiving the TIA will do so ONLY until the end of 2010 when their TIA funding will be pulled under your new legislation. Many of those currently receiving the TIA are in the 1st Year of their degree course and these beneficiaries will lose their TIA funding in the final year of their degree. This will cause significant hardship for those beneficiaries.
Once again, I ask on behalf of those who support this campaign and those whose voices cannot be heard that you take a step back and reassess whether restricting access to the TIA is a beneficial move and to either reinstate full access to the TIA or consider an affordable alternative. All we are asking is for a HAND UP not a hand out.
Thank you.

Kind regards, 
Jane Bloggs
Jane Bloggs
123 Fairview Way
Way View
ANYTOWN
E-mail: jane@xtra.co.nz
"It's a HAND UP not a hand out."








� http://www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/PB/Business/QOA/d/4/5/49HansQ_20090915_00000005-5-Benefits-Beneficiary-Numbers.htm





